VOLUME 5 ISSUE 12

SUN CITY CENTER, FLORIDA

DECEMBER, 2010

RINGS POINT AMATEIR RADIO CLUB

More Than 25 Years of Voluntary Emergency Communications Service to Our Community

Officers
President
Dick Bishop, WANWD
633-7157
Vice President
Joe White, KA1KO
634-2028
Secretary
Sam Brandes, N2OF
642-8519
Treasurer
Bill Love, W2LOV
634-2749
Committee Chairpersong

Club Room Manager
Joe White, KA1KO
KPARC Web Master
Bill Barron, W1 WAB
Antenna Managers
Lew Merrill, NALD
Jim Malanowski, W3SKI

Weather Station
Manager

Alan Blackwell, KOYT
Program Chairman

KPARC Repeaters
2 Meter
147.090 PL 146.2
70 CM
442.450 PL 146.2
Echo Link Node
311633
Meetings
First Monday of every
month in the main

clubhouse craft room at
2:00 p.m.

www.kparc.org

From The President

What’s Hot, What’s Not

The 2010 hurricane season is all but over with no
severe storms affecting our area. So what is not
Hot; Emergency Preparedness, for the moment.
BUT, We should not let our guard down.

December is a busy month with the Tampa Ham
Fest in Palmetto on Dec. 4-5, KPARC Club
meeting with elections Dec 6; holiday parties; and the holidays themselves. In
spite of all this, what is Hot are our Wednesday QRP, mini field days events.
Remember about a year ago our club began talking about and building a go kit and
obtaining portable HF antennas. Well our QRP enthusiast followed through and
now organizes weekly outings to practice remote /portable HF operations. See
Tom, and Mike’s write up of the QRP events. These are so much fun that [ am
redesigning my home station to go portable. Check it out! and get involved!

Dick Bishop WANWD

I’'m looking forward to 2011 KPARC activities. Here are a few things on the
agenda. Tom, KE9LN is planning monthly fox hunts, Mike, KG4TGP will
continue the QRP/HF outings. We plan to build a club kit project, ie. Altoid can
Transceiver. Some short, one- morning classes in our club room on subjects like
Ham Radio Deluxe, Echolink, D-Star, PSK31, SSTV, etc.; Dottie, W2DOT has
several field trips planned for 2011. Our program committee, Alan- K9YT and
Mike - KG4TGP, promise some interesting programs for our monthly meetings.
Watch for e-mail announcements and our KPARC.ORG web page for “ What’s
Hot.”

The club room monitor program is off to a good start. We still need a Thursday
morning monitor, but the other days are covered, We still need more back up
volunteers (No experience necessary). Being a monitor is a good way to learn
more about the club equipment, meet more members, and share some of your own
ideas with others. An off shoot of the monitoring program is increased repeater
activity. With a monitor in the club room it is much more likely to pick up a
repeater call as well as generate an occasional rag chew. A sign up sheet is in the
club room; plus, Bev, KI4TYZ maintains the list of monitors.

Hope to see all of you at our meeting on the 6th, and at the Holiday Party on Dec
16.

Happy Holidays, Dick WANWD
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KPARC/SCCARC HOLIDAY PARTY
TICKET SALES CLOSE
DECEMBER 8, 2010

Thursday, December 16, 2010
5:30 p.m.

Kings Point North Clubhouse
Banquet Room
$15.00 per person
Dressy Casual attire please

--- Menu ----

Appetizers
Salad
Bread

Turkey Dinner
Dessert
Coffee

Please BYOB

Entertainment

Please bring an unwrapped gift
for a child between ages of 1 and 15.

See Dick Bishop, Dotty Love or Mike Friolet
For Tickets
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On The Road

By Dotty Love, W2DOT

PLANNING FUTURE TRIPS
In the past we have gone
on several field trips to
The Victory ship tour,
EOC ( Emergency
Operation Center) ,
Desalination Water Plant,
and Yuengling Brewery.
We are always looking for interesting places to
visit. Some ideas that have been presented and
are being worked on are: 1. a trip to the
Hillsborough County's Solid Waste
Management Department facility which has a
state of the art incinerator which burns 1100
tons of trash per day ,7 days a week. This
process turns the trash into electricity. 2. A trip
to the Port of Tampa 3. Cox Broadcasting and
4.Verizon. The next trip is being worked on and
will be in January or February and be available
for both the Kings Point and Sun City Center
Radio Clubs.
If you have any ideas for Future Field Trips,
SPEAK UP and let Dotty Love know at
634-2749.

OFFICER NOMINATIONS FOR 2011

!

! I\
DICK BISHOP
President

Bill Love
Treasurer

Sam Brandes
V. President

Voting for the KPPARC officers
for 2011 will be held at the
December 6 meeting. Additional
nominations can be made from
the floor.

Monica Miller
Secretary

First Fox Hunt of the Season
By Tom Cooney— KE9LN
The first fox hunt of the season took place on Saturday,

November 13t before the picnic.
There was only two hunters, Bill
Love and Bob Goldberg. Both
hunters found the fox with in
minutes of each other after about 2
hour into the hunt. For the first hunt of the year the fox
was easy to find; hiding in the parking lot across 674
(in the strip mall with Ace, Dollar General, etc)

There will be more fox hunts after the holidays. Watch

the newsletter and your emails for detalls.

QRP Adventures
By Tom — KE9LN
For the past couple of months a small group of local

hams have been going out on weekly QRP

adventures. They
generally happen on
Wednesday mornings but
at a variety of different
locations. Recent ones
have included the picnic
area at the Sunshine
Skyway Bridge, the
gazebo at Kings Point, and the water front park at
Apollo Beach

The outing starts about 7:30 and usually breaks up
by noon. There are always several antennas put up
(some are quite interesting) and typically 3 or 4
stations are put on the air. Think of the QRP
adventure as a mini Field Day. The only modes so
far has been voice (SSB & FM); but there are plans
for both PSK & RTTY (anyone want to do CW?)

It would be great to see more people join in. You
don't need to bring any equipment (but can); you
don't need to operate any radios (but can); come late,
leave early, just come be a part of the “adventure”.
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The QRP adventures will slow down in December
but they will resume strong after the holidays. Watch
the newsletter and your emails for details. Any
suggestions for an interesting location are welcome.




